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The Trials and Tribulations of 
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Backyard Bluebirds in One Nesting Season 

When the babies were 
about 10 days old, we 
found one baby dead in 
the nest. We are not 
sure what happened to 
that baby; but after   
removing him and 
cleaning up we now 
were left with two 
healthy babies. Two are 
better than none, right?  

Well, the drama was not 
over yet because in the 
early morning hours of 
the 16th day after hatch-
ing, we had a nighttime 

predator attack. Even with my preda-
tor guard on the box, something got 
around it or jumped over it. I knew 
when I looked out into the yard that 
something had happened. Neither the 
mama nor papa would go into the box 
but instead kept flying in front of the 
entrance. 

 I went into the yard and as I          
approached I could see some nesting 
material in the hole opening and a few 
down-type feathers stuck around the 
entrance hole. Oh no! An attack! 
When I opened the box the nest was 
turned upside down and pulled way 
up. The parents were nearby watching 
me. I was just sick and knew immedi-
ately that either a cat or raccoon had 
gotten the two babies. 

After anxiously awaiting spring, 
my backyard bluebird nesting 
season started out relatively 
normal. A beautiful male bird 
showed up, and it wasn’t long 
before he had his mate, a small-
er, very lightly colored petite 
female.  

Living in a rural subdivision has 
many challenges in and of itself, 
as I have watched House     
Sparrow populations increase 
and more homes built in my 
area, making it much harder for 
the nesting success of our noble 
and fascinating Eastern      
Bluebird. I didn’t think I could love or       
appreciate them any more, but after 20 years 
of being an active bluebird landlord, this 
spring has given me a new appreciation of 
how wonderful these birds really are. 

My sweet, petite female got busy building her 
nest, and the male was a fierce territorial    
protector. He was never too far away and  
didn’t tolerate any competition. However, 
from the beginning this couple was harassed 
continuously by a male House Sparrow. Mama 
Blue laid an egg and he went in and destroyed 
it. The next day, she laid another egg and I 
immediately put up a sparrow spooker. She 
laid two more eggs and began incubating 
them. After two weeks of incubation, all three 
eggs hatches and the babies all looked good. I 
do supply some mealworms but this mother’s 
favorite prey was big, juicy caterpillars. She 
was a very good insect hunter, and both male 
and female were excellent parents. 

  

Bluebirds 

Song & Call of 

Join the Bluebird  

Discussion! 

michigan bluebirdsociety 

In general, birds communi-
cate using both songs and 
calls. Songs are typically 
longer in duration and used 
(mainly by males) to attract 
a mate and to claim a nest-
ing territory. The Eastern 
Bluebird song is a series of 
low-pitched, warbling whis-
tling notes that sound like 
“ch’ch’cheer cheerful 
charmer.”   

Calls are made by both male 
and female bluebirds to  
enable the birds (either the 
pair or all the members of a 
feeding flock) to stay in 
contact with each other. 
Sometimes bluebirds can 
also emit a very short and 
sharp alarm call. The most 
common call sounds like 
“tur-a-wee.” 

To listen to bluebird calls 
and songs, go to the Cornell 
website:  
www.allaboutbirds.org/
guide/eastern_bluebird. 
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Hello, fellow bluebirders! It’s hard to believe 
that another nesting season is in the rear 
view mirror. The cool weather is settling in, 
the leaves are colored in beautiful hues, and 
days are getting shorter. That’s what makes 
fall such a wonderful time of the year. It’s 
also a good time for reflection – especially 

about what went right and what went wrong with our nesting season 
results.   

No two nesting seasons are ever the same. There are always random 
factors such as weather that have positive or negative impacts. But 
we certainly want to always be improving how we manage our nest 
boxes to make them more productive and safer for the bluebirds’ 
nesting season. For example, are there some nest boxes that don’t 
seem to attract any native birds year after year? If so, it’s probably 
time to find new locations for them on your trail.   

One problem reported by many people this year was excessive  
competition from House Wrens. For whatever reason, wrens were 
much more numerous in many habitats than “normal.” If you     
experienced a lot of wren problems this year, you may want to look 
at relocating your boxes to more open areas of the property and 
away from the dense cover that wrens prefer.   

If you experienced the loss of clutches of young birds in early  
spring during cool, wet weather, consider feeding mealworms next 
season during April and May. Bluebirds start nesting in early April 
when food is still relatively scarce, and insect numbers often don’t 
pick up until well into May.  Any 2-, 3-, or 4-day spell of cold, wet 
weather can be deadly – not just for newly hatched birds but for 
adults as well. Supplemental feeding of mealworms during that time 
of year can make all the difference between a nest being successful 
or failing. 

I strongly encourage you to get a hot cup of your favorite beverage, 
sit down in your favorite chair by the fire, and think of what could 
have gone better this past nesting season. Then write down some 
ideas to try next year. If you need help with some difficult problems 
or simply would like advice, call or email the nearest MBS county 
coordinator. You can also contact me any time (see page 7 for    
contact information). 

Along the lines of nesting season results, I’d like to thank all of you 
who have sent in your End of Season Nesting Reports. We’ve had   
a great response so far and have received 61 separate reports         
representing 88 trails. There’s still time to get your results to us  if 
you haven’t sent in your report yet. See the last newsletter for a data 
form or go to the MBS website www.michiganbluebirds.org and 
click the link on the right hand side.   

Enjoy the rest of the fall and take a well-deserved rest from being a 
bluebird landlord! 

 

The MBS Is 

Seeking Nominations 

for Our 

2017 Board of Directors 

The Michigan Bluebird Society will be holding an 
election to elect all four officer positions — Presi-
dent, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer—at 
our Spring Bluebird Festival on March 25, 2017. 

The MBS Nominating Committee is seeking        
interested candidates to submit their names and 
short biographical information pertinent to the    
office they desire by December 15, 2016. Any MBS 
member in good standing is able to either nominate 
himself/herself or nominate another MBS member. 

Officers are expected to regularly attend the organi-
zation’s quarterly meetings, either in person or via 
phone conference. For information regarding a   
specific position, please contact President Kurt 
Hagemeister at (734) 663-9746 or at                  
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org. 

All nominations should be sent in writing to the 
Nominating Committee Chairman, Gene           
Wasserman, 1216 Woodwind Trail, Haslett, MI 
48840 or email him at esw1216@msn.com. 

Nominations will also be accepted IN PERSON at 
the meeting on March 25. In this case, only active 
members in attendance will be able to vote for the 
nominee since ballots with his/her name will not be 
able to be sent out beforehand. 

Holiday Gift Ideas 

If you are looking for holiday gifts for a loved one  
or friend (or need to give “hints” to someone for 
something you’d like), be sure to check out our MBS 
online store.  

We have a wonderful selection of nest boxes,     
feeders, clothing, sparrow traps, garden supplies,  
and books. In addition, you can give a membership 
or gift certificate, both of which are popular gifts. 

To see our entire line of merchandise, go to 
www.michiganbluebirds.org/mbs-store. 

Happy Holidays! 



 

  

Please note that your MBS membership expiration 
month/year is indicated on the address label on this news-
letter. Make sure to send in your renewal payment by that 
date. Remember, your membership dues support bluebird 
education and conservation. 
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I started to remove the nest and, lo and behold, hidden 
underneath this disheveled mess was a little baby hunkered 
down and hiding in the corner. I picked him up and he 
shrieked in terror. I quickly pressed the nest back down 
with one hand and, after looking him over a bit, put this 
little guy back into the nest and closed the door. He 
seemed untouched and fine, just scared. 

The entire morning I watched the parents flying in front 
of the entrance hole, but they would not feed him. The 
box was no longer safe and they wanted him out.  

After a few hours, he 
jumped onto the hole 
and was half hanging 
out. He was there for 
an hour and I captured   
several pictures. I did 
not want him to fledge 
at 16 days old, but 
there was no stopping 
him. Out he jumped 
and, yes, he could 
fly—not real great, but 

he made it to a low branch. The parents immediately start-
ed gathering mealworms and feeding him. For days we 
watched them and located the baby every day higher up in 
the trees. What a tough little bird! We decided to name 
him Napoleon—the sole survivor of these two beautiful 
bluebirds.  

My backyard drama does not end here, though. As we 
watched little Napoleon being fed and following the     
parents around, they decided to have more kids. Mama 
started building another nest while feeding Napoleon, and 
Papa guarded the area and fed little Napoleon, too.    
However, Mr. House Sparrow decided to come back and 
relentlessly harass the male bluebird. I have never seen 
such harassment by a House Sparrow! It seemed he was 
trying to wear the male down. The mother was nervous: 
Napoleon still needed to be fed and Papa was under    
constant harassment every moment.  

I watched the papa just stand in my birdbath; he looked 
exhausted. The House Sparrow came to the side of the 
bird bath, started chirping at him, and again chased him 
away. Unfortunately and sadly, about an hour after this,  
we found the male dead almost in a standing position, eyes 
open, on our rock ledge. It appeared that he landed and 
just died. He had no marks and was absolutely beautiful, 
even in death.  

Mama laid her first egg the next morning. She laid three 
more eggs and was all alone, with Papa in my freezer to be 
sent for testing.  

This mama would come out every morning during        
incubation, go find Napoleon, and they would have  
breakfast together before she headed back inside to      
incubate. Napoleon never strayed too far and just did  
bluebird stuff.  

Keeping in mind that all four eggs were laid after we 
found the papa dead, we were pleased that every egg 
hatched. We had four beautiful babies, an adolescent   
Napoleon, and my beautiful blue widow Mama, doing it  
all alone.  

Mama kept those babies going. Our supplementing meal-
worms certainly helped her. I also made my own calcium 
powder out of organic egg shells (which can help prevent 
calcium deficiency) and lightly dusted the mealworms with 
the powder. Napoleon tried to help by gathering meal-
worms and feeding his mama. He became a great helper  
to her, but when the babies were 10 days old another hero 
arrived.  

Mama found another male (or he found her). We were 
petrified and had no idea how he would treat her babies. 
She let him peek into the box, and she seemed calm. He 
knew there was not another male around and he liked  
Mama. Here was a nice yard, a nice box, a nice bird bath, 
mealworms, and a sweet, beautiful female and wonderful 
mother. He had hit the jackpot! We did not take our eyes 
off of that box until dark—we were so worried about the 
babies. The next morning we watched and saw him     
peeking in and then finally jumping into the box. To my 
surprise, out he came with a fecal sac. I could not believe 
it! Then he came back and began feeding the babies. He 
adopted all of these babies.  

As for Napoleon, he just kind of tolerated him but was 
not crazy about him. Napoleon didn’t really care if he 
liked him or not; he went in, said hi to Mama, ate all the 
mealworms, and took off into the world of being a     
bluebird.  

Stepdad, Mama the blue widow, and the four orphans are 
all doing great. As I write this, the four babies are due to 
fledge today or tomorrow and have a new dad to help  
Mama feed them out in the world. They also have their 
tough, teenage sibling, Napoleon.  

It’s wonderful! For backyard bluebird landlords with such 
intimate and close contact, it is an opportunity to observe, 
learn, help and be a small part of the bluebird world and 
nesting success. 

 

                  Our little Napoleon 

Trials & Tribulations 
(Continued from page 1) 

Don’t Let Your Membership         
Expire! 

Left to right: Gene Wasserman, Don 
Smith, and Kurt Hagemeister at the 
MBS display at the Birds and   
Butterflies event at Dahlem Center in 
Jackson this summer 
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This summer, my wife and I attended the North American 
Bluebird Society (NABS) Conference in Canada. We have 
relatives in both Edmonton and Calgary, and Lacombe is 
about an hour’s drive halfway between the two cities. It 
turned out to be a great family visit and one of the best   
birding events we have attended. Lacombe was a nice, 
friendly farming community in the heart of Alberta’s canola 
fields and beef farms. 

The conference was hosted by the Ellis Bird Farm. The 
name does not describe what we were about to experience.  
It started as the Charlie Ellis Farm where he lived with his 
sister Winnie. Charlie was an avid Mountain Bluebirder and 
educator. The farm was eventually sold to Union Carbide for 
a chemical plant. The community intervened and began a 
cooperative relationship with Union Carbide. Charlie and 
Winnie donated the substantial proceeds to start a founda-
tion, and Union Carbide provided support to develop the 

property as one of the 
gems of Alberta. 

About 120 people  
attended the confer-
ence and 200, includ-
ing the former CEO 
of Union Carbide, 
were at the final   
banquet. There were 
many ongoing 
presentations to   
attend. But we still 
had plenty of oppor-

tunities to walk the trails. We saw beautifully maintained 
flower gardens everywhere, ponds, hundreds of Purple   
Martins in houses, a beaver dam, and Barn Swallows and a 
Robin nesting under the eaves of the center. And I was lucky 
to see one of the two Great-Horned Owls born this year! 

By Gene Wasserman, Coordinator for Ingham, Eaton, & Clinton Counties, 

and Ann Gaultney, MBS Treasurer 

Ann had a table set up with MBS information, and that was 
the only affiliate display. There were plenty of compliments 
about our website, newsletter and what we have been    
doing. I had my WoodCraft Kits information set up and 
donated nest box kits for their silent auction. There were 
lots of interesting 
bluebirders to talk 
to, mostly from 
western Canada 
and the United 
States, but some 
Eastern Bluebird-
ers were there, 
too. 

It was most     
impressive to hear 
the stories from 
the volunteers and staff who came there as they were  
growing up. Now their children are volunteering, too. The 
support is incredible and the staff exceptional (see the   
article on page 6 about the book written by Myrna       
Pearman, a staff member who is a real gem). 

The weather was great; it 
was a beautiful place; we 
heard interesting presenta-
tions and entertaining 
speakers; we had a meeting 
with NABS staff; and we 
enjoyed a great family visit 
with lots of good home-
cooked food. We had a   
fantastic time that we won’t 
forget. Thank you, NABS, 
Ellis Bird Farm, and MBS 
for supporting our attend-
ance. 

NABS Conference 2016, Lacombe, Alberta, Canada 

 

 

 

Gene at entrance sign to Ellis Bird Farm 

Ann & Gene at the MBS table 

Gene & Ann in front of nest boxes 

being used as planters 
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QQQQ    
Bluebird 

& 

Q.  Now that nesting season is over, should I take 
down my nest boxes or leave them up all winter?  

A.  In general, nest boxes will last longer if they are taken 
down in late summer and put back up in late winter. Add-
ing an extra five or six months of weathering in rainy or 
snowy weather will take its toll on wooden nest boxes 
after a few years. Even red cedar will eventually dry out, 
split, or start to rot. You can leave up the poles if you 
want, as they can be difficult to put back into the ground 
in late February if the ground is not completely thawed. 
Some people leave out a couple of nest boxes for over-
wintering bluebirds to roost in at night. You should real-
ize, however, that these nest boxes are not ideal for roost-
ing due to heat loss out of the top of the box. It is better 
to use a dedicated roost box that has the entrance at the 
bottom. 

Q.  In late summer I noticed Downy Woodpeckers 
going in and out of one of my bluebird boxes and 
even pecking on the side. Is this normal?  

A.  Yes. For whatever reason, Downy Woodpeckers like 
to roost in unoccupied bluebird nest boxes starting in late 
summer. Many people often don’t notice them doing this 
since the birds typically enter the box right at dusk and 
exit it at dawn’s first light. Also, they never defecate    
inside of the box so unless you find a few of their      
feathers, there is little evidence they were ever there.   
Occasionally, however, some Downy Woodpeckers    
exhibit destructive behavior where they will drill holes in 
the side or back of the box. It’s unknown why they do 
this other than it may just be their nature to excavate 
wood regardless of the season. If this happens, take down 
the nest box to prevent further damage. They will find 
another cavity to roost in, so there is no need to worry 
about these smallest members of the woodpecker clan.   

AAAA    
A Fantastic Bluebird Story 

By Mama Blue 

Surprise, surprise! It’s me, Mama Blue. You may be used 
to hearing from Papa Blue but it is my turn to say hello 
and give you an update. 

What a lovely, warm summer we had with plenty of   
insects to eat. Papa Blue and I worked hard all summer 
and raised a nice bunch of baby bluebirds—two broods, 
to be precise. We had some help from Old Man Peter-
son keeping House Sparrows from bothering us too 
much. 

We have been staying in the area of our nest box and 
have even visited it a few times. Papa Blue found out 
that another bird has also been visiting the box and  
maybe has been staying in the box. Papa found sawdust 
in the bottom of the box and found that the laddering 
on the inside of the box has been chiseled nearly 
smooth. That got Papa thinking that it must be some 
sort of woodpecker. 

Papa recently figured out the identity of the visitor. Papa 
was in the box one night just before dark and a Downy 
Woodpecker peeked his head in. He saw Papa and was 
gone just as quickly as he had arrived. 

Papa flew from the box and joined me in a nearby tree.  
Just a moment after Papa left the nest box, that wood-
pecker returned to the box and hopped right in. We  
nestled together in the crook of a nearby tree hidden by 
the few remaining leaves on the trees branches. We 
heard the woodpecker’s cheerful “pik-pik-pik” call just 
as the sun was rising the next morning and figured he 
must have spent the night in the box. 

These cool mornings have 
Papa and me planning to 
head south for the winter 
where food will be more 
plentiful. Our goal is   
Missouri (whose state bird 
is the Eastern Bluebird). 

See you in the Spring. Say 

“hi” to our family if you 

see them this winter and 

say “hi” to us when you 

see us next spring. 

Mama Blue 

 

Important Member Information 

Members: If you do not have your e-mail address on file 
with MBS, please consider doing so. We are increasingly 
communicating with our membership via e-mail. Contact 
the membership director, John Harville, at member-
ship@michiganbluebirds.org. 

You can help us save money, paper, and resources by  
receiving only an electronic version of The Flyer. E-mail us 
at membership@michiganbluebirds.org to receive the 
electronic version. You will need to provide a working    
e-mail address where we can send you a link to download 
a PDF file of The Flyer each quarter. To do this, you must 
have the Adobe Acrobat Reader program installed on 
your computer. The program is free and can be down-
loaded at www.get.adobe.com/reader. 

Love, 

 

  Artwork by Elaine Morton 
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THANK YOU, DONORS! 

THANK YOU! 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS! 

WELCOME BACK,  
RENEWING MEMBERS! 

The MBS is grateful to the following people who have 
recently joined, renewed, or donated money. 

Eleanor Baker - Mt. Pleasant 
Gene Birr - Little Suamico, WI 

Mary & Bill Everhart - Clarklake 
Claudia Figlia - Eau Claire 

John Harville - Berrien Springs 
Susan Horvath - Ann Arbor 

Steve Jerant - Chelsea 
Robert Kohrman - Mt. Pleasant 

Charles Laszyca - Ortonville 
Jo Riley - Blanchard 

Connie Spotts - Clarklake 

Daniel Kerby - Traverse City 
Jo Mahoney - Okemos  

Denise Oliver Kennedy - Dexter 
Carol & John Pettipher - Hartland 

Mary & Bill Everhart - Clarklake 
Chris Miner - Traverse City 

One of the end-of-the-season chores many bluebirders 
have to do is to remove nest box poles from the ground. 
Although some people choose to leave them out all     
winter, others remove them from the yard for winter   
storage. And in the fall, the ground can be very dry,    
making the rebar (if you use the Gilbertson pole system) 
or regular pole very difficult to pull out. Clay soils are the 
worst for removing nest box poles, whereas loamy or 
sandy soils are fairly easy.   

Here is a tip that can make it much easier. First, gently 
work the pole back and forth to slightly enlarge the hole  
in the ground. (Make sure not to bend it too hard or far   
as doing so may cause the pole to bend.) Second, fill a 
bucket with several gallons of water and pour it onto the 
ground around the pole. Let it soak in for a minute.  
Third, try pulling the pole out. If it is still unable to be  
removed, repeat with a second bucket of water. In most 
cases, if the first bucket doesn’t do the trick, the second 
will.   

Fall Bluebirding Tip 

Mark Your Calendar:   

2017 Spring Bluebird Festival 

in Traverse City 

It’s not too early to make plans to attend next year’s Spring 
Bluebird Festival on Saturday, March 25th at the Hagerty 
Center in Traverse City. If you were able to attend the meeting 
there three years ago, 
you’ll understand why 
people raved about the 
location and event. The 
Hagerty Center (part of 
the Northwest Michigan 
College) is a beautiful 
meeting facility right on 
Grand Traverse Bay and 
close to the Traverse 
City downtown area. It’s a great location for an early spring 
getaway before the “Up North” crowds arrive!  

Check back to our website soon for details about the program 
schedule, but it should be another great agenda.  

MBS has worked out a special rate at the Holiday Inn West Bay 
Beach Resort of $99.95 per night (not including state and local 
taxes) for Friday and Saturday nights. Note that the number of 
rooms at this price is limited, and you need to mention you are 
with the Michigan Bluebird Society group.  

We hope to see you there! 

 * Book Review * 
Charlie, Winnie and the Bluebirds 

By Myrna Pearman 

This new book, Charlie, Winnie and 
the Bluebird, is about the history of 
Ellis Bird Farm which is both a 
non-profit company and a work-
ing farm. It was established in 
1982 to carry on the legacy of 
Lacombe-area conservationists, 
Charlie and Winnie Ellis, when 
their farm was purchased by   
Union Carbide Canada Ltd. At 
the time, Charlie and Winnie  
operated one of the largest blue-
bird trails in Canada and had   

established their farmstead as a haven for wildlife. 

Today, Ellis Bird Farm boasts beautiful naturescaped gardens, a 
café, visitor center and walking trails. Open to the public during 
the summer, Ellis Bird Farm is a showpiece partnership between 
agriculture, industry and wildlife conservation. 

The book is available either in paperback or digital format at 
www.magcloud.com/browse/issue/311647. 

Myrna Pearman has been the Biologist and Site Services Manager at Ellis Bird 
Farm since 1987. She has authored/co-authored several nature books, writes a 
magazine column for The Gardener magazine, and has a monthly photo essay in 
an Alberta newspaper, The Red Deer Advocate. 
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About The Michigan Bluebird Society 

Our Mission:  To improve the nesting success of 
the Eastern Bluebird and other native cavity-  
nesting birds in the State of Michigan through   
education of our members and the general public, 
as well as promoting active nest box management 
and habitat improvement. 

The Bluebird Flyer is a publication for the members of the       
Michigan Bluebird Society. It is published four times a year:  
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Contributions, including    
articles and photos, are very welcome and can be e-mailed to:     
newsletter@michiganbluebirds.org or mailed to: The    
Michigan Bluebird Society, P.O. Box 2028, Ann Arbor, MI  
48106-2028. Articles must be related to bluebirds or other cavity-
nesting birds. The MBS retains the right to refuse article        
submissions. Non-profit, nature-related groups are encouraged 
to submit press releases of events and every effort will be made 
to find space in The Bluebird Flyer. Advertising is NOT accepted 
at this time. No reproductions of any material in this newsletter 
are permitted without permission from the MBS.   

The Michigan Bluebird Society (MBS) was founded in 2001 and organized in 2004 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in the state of Michigan. The MBS 

is an affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society.  
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Kalamazoo & Barry  
Counties, Jonathan Morgan 

(269) 344-1803 
gardenman13@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 

Kent County, Mark DeHaan 
(616) 822-3856  

mdehaan59@gmail.com 
 

Lenawee County, Don Smith 
(517) 423-7373 

 
Muskegon County, Anita Friend  

(231) 724-3457  
friendan@co.muskegon.mi.us 

 
Oakland County, Duane Lanyon 

(248) 437-4227  
dal30950@yahoo.com 

 
Washtenaw County, Ana Hotaling  

(734) 475-3622 
publicity@michiganbluebirds.org 

 
Shiawasee County, Phil Peterson 

(517) 256-4248  
ppeterson@michiganbluebirds.org 
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Attendees Enjoy 2016 Fall Festival  

On October 15th members and guests were treated to a fun and informative day at the MBS Fall Festival in Grand 
Rapids. The event was held at the Bunker Interpretive Center at Calvin College, which is a beautiful, environmen-
tally-friendly nature education center adjacent to the campus. Attendees enjoyed the Q&A session, a fascinating 
talk on bluebird roosting by John Harville, and a presentation on nest box innovations by Kurt Hagemeister. The 
manager of the Bunker Center, Jeanette Henderson, also spoke briefly about the purpose, history, and current 
functions of the Bunker Center.     

Liz Hagemeister, Ann Gaultney, 
and Marianne Smith are at the   
registration table.  

John Harville’s talk on bluebird 
roosting is a hit.  

VP Phil Peterson introduces Bunker 
Center Manager Jeanette Henderson.  

Phil Peterson shows his nest 
box display.  

Gene Wasserman explains a 
product to Ken and Patti Fox. 

Photos taken by               
Donald Smith 


